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An Humble 


PROPOSAL 


For obtaining His 


M ajzsTY'sRoyal CHARTER 


To incorporate a 


SOCIETY, &. 


HE Inſtruction of the poor Popiſh 
Natives of Jreland, in the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, and their 
/ WI Converſion to the reformed Reli- 
gion; are things, ſo apparently conducive to 
the Glory of God, and the Welfare of this 
14 1 King- 


( 4) 


Kingdom, that any Propoſal of Means to theſe 
Ends, will meet (it is to be hoped) with a fa- 
vourable Reception, from all, who have the 
Intereſt of our Holy Religion, and happy Con- 
ſtitution, ſincerely at Heart. 


There have been made, from time to time, 
ſeveral very wiſe and prudent Laws, in order 
to reſtrain the Growth of Popery, and to leſ- 
ſen the Number of the Romiſh Clergy (eſpe- 
cially Regulars) which has been fo exceſſive, 
and fo great a Burden to the Publick, as to 
occaſion even thoſe of their own Communion, 


to complain. 


But it is well known, and (fince the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, have publickly declared as much) it can 
be no preſumption to ſay, that theſe Laws 
have not been ſufficiently executed, and that 
great Numbers of Popiſh Prieſts, particularly 
of Monks, Fryars, and Jeſuits, have been there- 
by encouraged to come into this Kingdom of late 
Tears ; to exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Furiſdhition with- 


4 


% 
in this Realm; to build many publick Maſs- 
Houſes, and Convents of Fryars, and Nuns; 
and in ſeveral other Inflances, and on many Oc- 
caſions, to mſult the Proteſtants, to the great 
danger of the publick Peace, 


The Truth is, (and the Papiſts themſelves 
are very ſenſible of it) that the Penalties pro- 
vided by moſt of theſe Laws, however juſt 


and reaſonable, are yet more ſevere, than our 
Governours, through their great Clemency, 


and a Tenderneſs peculiar to the Profeſſors of 
the reform'd Religion, are generally diſpoſed 
to inflict. 


Some other Methods therefore, beſides thoſe 


by penal Laws, ſeem to be neceſſary for this 
End. 


And that which offers it ſelf in the firſt 
Place, is the Reſidence of a diligent and watch- 
ful Clergy, and in a ſufficient Number, through- 
out the Kingdom. If Churches were eve- 


ry where built, within ſuch Diſtance, that 
the 
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the People of each Pariſh, might duly and 


conveniently attend upon the publick Worſhip 
of God; and if at every ſuch Church, there 


were a Clergyman conſtantly reſident, to in- 
ſtruct the Ignorant, by Preaching and Cate- 
chizing; to ſatisfie the Doubts of the Waver- 
ing and Scrupulous ; to reform the Vitious, by 
ſeaſonable Reproof and wholeſome Advice; and 
to enforce all his Labours, by a good Exam- 
ple, and by Acts of true Charity and Love; 
we ſhould, I think, have a fair Proſpect of 
having, in an Age or two, a Proteſtant and a 


virtuous People. 


* © But when in three Parts of four of this 
Kingdom, the Parochial Clergy either have 
© no Glebe at all (which is the Caſe of very ma- 
© ny) or ſo ſmall a ſpot, and often ſo incon- 
© veniently ſituated, as to make it impoſſible 
for them to refide*, with any tolerable 


— — 


.* Arch-Biſhop of Tuam's brief Account of the Laws now in 
force in the Kingdom of Vreland, for encouraging the Refi- 
dence of the Parochial Clergy, and erecting of Eng/i/o Schools. 
Dublin, 1723. 

Con- 
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Convenience to themſelves, or conſiderable 
Advantage to their People; when ſo much 
of the Tythes is in the Hands of Impropria- 
tors, and appropriated to Dignities without 
Cure, that in ſeveral Places the Biſhops are 
oblig'd to unite two or three, and ſometimes 
five or ſix Vicarages of large Extent, in order 
to make up even a ſcanty Maintenance for one 
Incumbent, it is in vain to look for thoſe good 
Effects, which a due Reſidence would moſt cer- 
tainly produce. 5 


The Fund of Firſt-Fruits was granted by her 
late Majeſty Queen Anne, and confirm'd by her 


Royal Succeſſor, with an Intention to remove 
theſe Evils, which ſo greatly obſtruct the ſpread- 
ing of Chriſtian Knowledge, and of the re- 
form'd Religion amongſt us: The Uſes men- 
tion'd in the Letters, are (beſides the build- 
ing and repairing of Churches) zo purchaſe 
Glebes where they are wanting, and Impro- 
priations wherever the Benefice is not ſufficient 


for the liberal ſupport of the Paſtor, who has the 
Cure of Souls, 


This 


(8) 

This was indeed a noble and a pious Benefac- 
tion, but yet, as his Grace of Tuam has obſerv'd, 
it will not of it ſelf alone be ſufficient * to an- 
ſwer in five hundred Vears and more, all the 
good Work for which it was intended. And 
although it has been lately very conſiderably 


encreas'd, by a generous Subſcription of the 
Biſhops, and ſeveral of the more able Clergy, 


(may God reward them for it) yet even ſuppo- 
ſing this Addition to be continued, ſo great is 
the Number of extream poor Pariſhes in this 
Kingdom, and of Pariſhes deſtitute of Glebe, 
that in leſs than two hundred Years, it will not 
be poſſible to bring Matters into any tolerable 


Condition, 


It is true, that beſides the Confirmation of 


the Grant of Firſt-Fruits, ſeveral other Laws 


have been made, to render the Reſidence of 
the Clergy, both practicable and convenient. 


* The Annual Produce of this Fund, is about five hundred 
Pounds. | 


By 
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By an Act paſs'd in the 10% and 11th of 
Car. I. C. 2. any Perſon of full age, Sane Me- 
morie, and not Covert Baron, and all Bodies 
Politick and Corporate, being ſeiz d of any 
Appropriations of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, or 
of any Glebe-Lands, Tythes, or Rights, 
heretofore Eccleſiaſtical, may without Licence 
of Mortmain, reſtore the ſame, or any Part 
thereof for the better Maintenance of the Mi- 
niſters of God's Holy Word. And by a Stat. 
in the 157h, of the ſame Reign, C. 11. Any 
Perſon, without Licence of Mortmain, may 
endow Churches, having no Glebe-Lands, (or 
not above ten Acres of Glebe) with new Glebe; 
ſo as the Glebe of any Church ſo endowed, 
do not exceed forty Acres at the moſt. 


By a Sat. 10. Gul. III. C. 6. No Rector, Vi- 
car, or other Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, having a 
Glebe fit and convenient to be improved upon, 
for the Reſidence of him and his Succeſſors, 
or whereon a Manſe-Houſe is already built, 


or which ſhall lye contiguous, or ſo near to 
B ſuch 


( 10 ) 
ſuch Houſe ſo built, as to be conveniently made 
uſe of with the ſame, ſhall aliene or ſet ſuch 
Glebe, or any part thereof, for more than one 
Year : And all Alienations, Leaſes, Sc. of 
ſuch Glebes, or any part thereof, for any lon- 
ger term, are utterly void. 


By an Act paſs'din the 24 of Q. Anne. C. 10. 
and continued by 10. G. I. C. 4. for the Ex- 
change of Glebes belonging to Churches in 
this Kingdom; Any Eccleſiaſtical Perſon hav- 
ing Cure of Souls, may by Deed, exchange 
ſuch Glebes, or any part thereof, as lye at too 
great a diſtance from the Pariſh Church, with 
any Perſon, for other Lands of equal value, 
lying nearer, and more convenient for Re— 
ſidence. And by the ſame Act, it is made 
lawful, for Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
Dignitaries, and Prebendaries, having Land 


belonging to their Archbiſhopricks, c. near 


and convenient for a Glebe to any Church, 
not already endowed with a Glebe of twenty 


Acres, to grant any quantity thereof, not ex- 


cecding twenty Acres Plantation Meaſure, to 
any 


1 
any Eccleſiaſtical Perſon having the actual 
Cure of Souls, and his Succeſſors, reſerving one 
Moiety of the preſent yearly Rent. 


And by one other Act, paſs'd in the 82h, 
of K. G. I. C. 12. (becauſe ſome though un- 
willing wholly to aliene, or ſell ſuch a part of 
their Land, as may be ſufficient for a Glebe, 
might yet be willing to ſet out ſo much in 
Fee-farm for that very purpoſe) it is Enacted, 
that any Perſon qualified by the 15. of Car. 
I. C. 11. to endow a Church, and endowing 
one accordingly, may reſerve to himſelf and 
his Heirs for ever, ſuch yearly Rent, out of 
the Lands by him granted, and under ſuch 
Clauſes and Covenants, as ſhall be agreed up- 
on, between Him and the Incumbent of the 
ſaid Church, with the conſent of the Biſhop 
of the Dioceſe, and Archbiſhop of the Pro- 
vince. Audit is likewiſe provided by the ſame 
Act, that any Incumbent, who hall purchaſe 
Land and endow his Church therewith, ſhall 
be entitled to two thirds of his Purchaſe-Mo- 
ney, to be paid by his Immediate ſucceſſor ; 
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and ſuch immediate Succeſſor, to one Half of 


what he ſhall fo pay. 


And laſtly by the ſame Sat. the Power gi- 
ven to Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Sec. by the a- 
bovementioned Sat. of Q. Anne (which was 
a temporary Law) to grant twenty Acres of 
their Land for a Glebe, is extended to forty A- 
cres Plantation Meaſure, and is made perpetual. 


By an Act paſs'd in the firſt year of K. 
G. II. C. 15. any Perſon ſeiz'd of an Eſtate 
in Fee-Tail, may without the Trouble and In- 
convenience of barring ſuch Entail, grant by 
Deed, any Parcel of ſuch Eſtate, as a Glebe, 
for the Incumbent of any Pariſh having actu— 
al Cure of Souls, in ſuch manner, and under 
ſuch Reſtrictions, as he might have done, by 
Virtue of Hat. 15. Car. I. C. 11. or Sat. 8. 
Geo. I. C. 11. had he been ſeiz'd of an Eſtate 


in Fee-fimple in ſuch Lands. 


And if any Rector, Vicar, Oc. for whoſe 
Ule ſuch "ou ſhall be made, ſhall have no 


other 
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other Benefice than that to which ſuch Lands 
ſo granted for a Glebe do belong ; then ſuch 
Rector, Vicar, Sc. ſhall not demiſe or ſet the 
Lands lo granted, to any Perſon whatſoever, 
but ſhall himſelf hold and occupy the ſame, 
and every part thereof. But if ſuch Rector, 
Vicar, Sc. ſhall happen to have another Be- 
nefice; then the Curate officiating in his Ab- 
ſence, ſhall enjoy the full Benefit of ſuch Lands 
ſo granted with the Improvements thereon, un- 
der the Rent reſerv'd, and ſhall hold and occu- _ 
py the ſame himſelf, during the Abſence of 
ſuch Rector, Sc. over and above his Stipend 
appointed by the Archbiſhop, or Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe. 


And any Perſon qualified by this Sat. or 
by the Statutes of Car. I. and Geor. I. to grant 
a Glebe in manner above mentioned; may in 
the ſame manner, and under the ſame Reſtric- 
tions, grant Lands to any Perſon, and his 
Heirs, in truſt, for any Curate or other Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſon, and their Succeſſors, hav- 


ing 


1 


ing actual Cure of Souls, in any Appropriate 
or Impropriate Benefice. 


By 1/1, of Geor. II. C. 18. all Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, and 
Corporations, are enabled to give up their 
Right of Patronage of any Living, not ex- 
ceeding the clear yearly V alue of thirty Pounds, 
to any Perſon, Body Politick, or Corporate, 
who ſhall endow ſuch Living, with any Lands, 
Tythes, &c.of the clear yearly Value of thirty 
Pounds or more; provided ſuch Augmentati- 


on ſhall not exceed ſeventy Pounds per An- 
num. 


And by the ſame Act, it is made lawful for 
any Perſon, to ſet apart in any large Pariſh, 
one Plantation Acre of Ground, not leſs than 
two Miles diſtant from the Mother Church 
of ſuch Pariſh, and thereon to erect a Chappel; 
provided there be firſt ſettled and aſſured, 
Lands &c, in Fee-Simple, not leſs in value 
than thirty Pounds per Annum, and not ex- 
ceeding fifty, for a Proviſion and Maintenance 


for 


(#93 
for a Curate to officiate therein, And an 
Perſon, &c. building and endowing a Chap- 
pel in Manner aforeſaid, ſhall be eſteem'd 
the true Patron thereof, and the right of 
Preſentation thereto, ſhall be veſted in ſuch 


Perſon, Sec. their Heirs, and Succeſſors for 
ever. 


But the procuring of Glebes, unleſs Houſes 
convenient for Reſidence be built upon them, 
cannot anſwer the pious Intention of theſe Laws: 
And therefore it is provided, by the 12 Geo. 
I. C. 10 If any Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, ſhall 
ere& or repair any Dwelling-Houſe, Out- 
Houſes, &c. upon his Glebe, or Menſal Lands, 
(for which a Certificate ſhall be obtained, as 
by the A& is appointed) that then ſuch Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Perſon, ſhall receive from his immedi- 
ate Succeſſor, three Fourths of the Sum ſo cer- 
tify'd; and ſuch Succeſſor ſhall receive two 
Thirds thereof, that is one Moiety of the Sum 
firſt certify'd, from his next Succeſſor ; and this 
Succeſſor, ſhall receive from the Perſon who 
ſhall immediately ſucceed him, one Half there- 
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of, that is one Fourth of the Sum in the firſt Cer- 
tiicate mentioned. And by the above-nam- 
ed Sat. in 1. Geor. II. C. 15. every Rector 
Sc. thereafter admitted into any Eccleſiaſtical 
Benefice, of the Value of one hundred and fif- 
ty Pounds per Ann. or upwards, having no 
Houſe fit for the Reſidence of the Incumbent, 
and being endow'd with a convenient Glebe, ſhall 
within a Time certain, to be appointed by the 
Archbiſhop, or Biſhop, after he has been two 
Years in Poſſeſſion of ſuch Benefice, build and 
improve upon ſuch Glebe: And in Caſe of his 
Neglect, the Biſhop with the Conſent of the 
Archbiſhop of the Province, or, if the Benefice 
be within the Dioceſe of an Archbiſhop, then 
the Archbiſhop, with the Conſent of the Chief 
Governor, ſhall ſequeſter one fourth Part of 
the Profits of ſuch Benefice, until a Sum, not 
exceeding a Year and half's Income thereof, be 
receivd; and ſhall cauſe the ſame to be laid 
out, in making fit Buildings, and Improvements 
upon ſuch Glebe. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Laws, are indeed very eminent proofs 
of the great Goodneks, and Piety of our Legi- 
ſlators, and do give us a moſt agreeable pro- 
ſpect, of many Bleſſings and Advantages, which 
will in time ariſe from them, to this Church 
and Nation : But it muſt be plain, to any one 
who ſhall duly conſider them, that they are like- 
ly to operate but ſlowly, and that neither this, 
nor perhaps the next Generation, will enjoy in 
any conſiderable Degree, the Benefits which 
were intended by them: And therefore, whe- 
ther our preſent Circumſtances, do not call for 
ſome more ſpeedy Remedy, is moſt humbly and 
ſeriouſly recommended to the Conſideration of 
all thoſe, in whoſe Power it may be in any mea- 
ſure to ſupply one. 


It has been the Senſe of our Parliaments e- 
ver ſince the Reformation, that the Ere&ion 
and Maintenance of Eigliſh Schools, in all con- 
venient Parts of this Kingdom, mult be of ex- 
cellent uſe, rowards bringing the People both 
to Truth in Religion, and Civility in their Man- 
ners. If the Minds of Young Perſons do not 

C re- 


18: ) 
receive an early Senſe of Virtue and Decency, 
if they be not preſerv'd from Pre poſſeſſion and 
Prejudice, and as it were kept open for future 
Inſtruction, Experience ſhews us how difficult 
it will be, to make any Impreſſion upon them 
in their more advanc'd Years, or to engage them 


to receive, even the moſt evident and impor- 
tant Truths. 


Now this can be done in no way ſo effectu- 


ally, as by erecting and ſupporting Eugliſb 
Schools. 


By the Laws now in Being * every Pariſh 
Miniſter, is to take Care, that there be kept 
within his Pariſh, a School for to learn Eng- 
ib, if any Children of his pariſh be ready to 
learn the ſame; and the Maſter of the ſaid 
School, is to take for the keeping of it, ſuch 

convenient Stipend or Salary, as is accuſtoma- 
| bly uſed to be taken. And by a Hat. 12 El. 
C. 1. It is provided, that a Free-School, be 


— 


* 28 H. VIII. C. 15. 


kept 
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kept in every Dioceſe, throughout this Realm, 
in the principal Shire-town (or by 2 Geor. I. C. 
9. in ſome other more convenient place) there- 
of; one third Part of the Maſter's Salary, to 
be paid by the Ordinary of every Dioceſe, and 
the other two thirds, in an equal Contributi- 
on, by the Clergy of the ſame. 


By an Act paſs'd in the 10 Car. I. C. x. It 
is provided, that a Grant made to any Arch- 
Biſhop, or Biſhop, of this Kingdom, and their 
reſpective Succeſlors for ever, of any Mannors, 
Lands, Tenements, &c. for the Maintenance 
and Support of any School, ſhall be good and 
effectual in Law: and the ſaid Arch-Biſhops, 
and Biſhops, and their Succeſſors, may be com- 
pell'd by Subpæna in Chancery, or by Petition 
before the Lord Deputy and Council, to exe- 
cute the 'Truſt in them repoſed, according to 
the true intent of the Charters, Deeds, and 
Conveyances, made to them in that behalf. 


The 98th and 99th of the Canons made in 


the Year 1634, prohibit all Perſons, from in- 


Ex. ſtruct- 
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ſtructing Children either in publick School, or 
private Houſe, unleſs having by Subſcription 
teſtified their Conſent to the two firſt Canons, 
they be allow'd by the Ordinary of the Place, 
being found meet, as well for Learning and 
Dexterity in Teaching, as for ſober and honeſt 


Converſation, and right underſtanding of God's 
true Religion, 


The Act in 17 Car. II. C. 6. for Uniformi- 
ty of publick Prayers, makes every Perſon who 
ſhall inſtru& Youth, either publickly, or in a- 
ny private Family, without Licence firſt obtain'd 
from the Ordinary, ( for which he ſhall pay 
one Shilling and no more) liable for the firſt 
Offence, to three Months impriſonment, and 
for every ſecond and other ſuch Offence, to 
three Months tmpriſonment, beſides the For- 
feiture to his Majeſty of the Sum of five Pounds. 
And before ſuch Licence be granted, to any 


School-Maſter or private Tutor, he is oblig'd 


to promiſe Conformity to the Church of Ire- 
land, as it is by Law eſtabliſh'd ; and by an Eug- 
liſh Stat. in the 3d and 4th of Gul. and M. 

C. 
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C. 2. to take certain Oaths, and to make a De- 


claration againſt ſeveral of the chief Errors of 
Popery. 


By 7 of Gul. III. C. 4. the above named Stat. 
of H. VIII. and of Q. El. are reinforc'd, and far- 
ther Penalties provided againſt all Perſons of the 
Romiſh Communion, who ſhall inſtruct Youth, 
either in open Schools, or in private Houſes. 


By an Act paſs'd in 8 of Q. Anne, C. z. far- 
ther Penalties are laid upon Papiſts, offending 
in this Way; and it is alſo made penal, for 
any Perſon, to keep a publick School, or to 
teach in private, or even to be Uſher, or Aſ- 
ſiſtant, to any Proteſtant School-Maſter, except 
he ſhall firſt at the Aſſizes, or Quarter Seſſions, 
take the Oath of Allegiance, and make and ſub- 
ſcribe the Declaration, and take and ſubſcribe 


| the Oath of Abjuration, as is required by 2 of 


Anne, C6. 


The 2 af Geor. I. C. 17. provides for the 
more eaſy Recovery of all Fees, and Wages, 
due 
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dae to any Licenced School-Maſter, or School- 
Miſtreſs, by empowering a Juſtice of the Peace, 
or chief Magiſtrate of any City, or Town cor- 
porate; to hear and determine the Matter, in 
a ſummary Way (except where the Sum de- 
manded ſhall exceed three Pounds) and by Diſ- 
treſs, and Sale of the Offenders Goods, to en- 


force the Payment of ſuch Sum, as ſhall ap- 
pear to be due. 


By the 8 Geor. I. C. 12. It is made lawful for 
every Arch-Biſhop, and Biſhop, (with ſuch 
Conſent as the Act requires) to make an abſo- 

lute Grant to the Church-Wardens of any Pa- 
riſh, and their Succeſſors for ever, of any Quan- 
tity of their Land, not exceeding two Acres ; 
and for every other Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, not 
exceeding one Acre, for the Uſe of a Reſident 
Proteſtant School-Maſter to teach the Engliſh 
Tongue : Such School-Maſter, being to be no- 
minated, from time to time, by the Perſon 
making ſuch Grant, and his Succeſſors, and to 
be licenced by the Arch-Biſhop, or Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe. 


And 
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And here I cannot but wiſh, that it were 
made lawful for all Perfons whatſoever, to grant 
one Acre of Land for this Purpoſe, in the ſame 
manner, as they are empower'd to give the 
like Quantity, for the Erection of a Chappel 
of Eaſe, by the x Geor. II. C. 18. already men- 
tioned. If this might be done, ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen would, without Queſtion, ſet apart 
Ground for ſo good a Uſe; and if they were 
not diſpos'd to build the School-Houſes alſo at 


their own Charge, yet it can hardly be thought, 
that Money would be long wanted, when a 


convenient thatch'd Cabbin with Stone-Wall, 
may be built for ſo ſmall a Sum as ten Pounds, 
or a Houle of good Stone-Wall, cover'd with 
Slate, or Tile, for leſs than forty. 


By the 12 Geor l. C. 9. Every Arch-Biſhop, 
Bifhop, Dean, Dean and Chapter, Dignitary, 
or Prebendary, may ſet apart, one Plantation 
Acre of Ground, belonging to the Arch-Bi— 
ſhoprick, Sc. with Conſent of the chief Go- 
vernor, under Hand and Scal, for the Uſe of 
the Maſter of the Dioceſe-School: And ſuch 


Ground 
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Ground ſo ſet out, is for ever to be reputed, 


the Place for the Free-School of the ſaid Dio- 


cele. The ſame Act alſo provides for the bet- 


ter and more ready Payment, of the Yearly 
Stipend, or Salary, due to the Maſter of every 


{ſuch Free-School. 


By an Act paſs'd in the firſt Year of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, C. 15. It is made lawful for the 
Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, for the time being, 
(with regard to Lands granted by K. Car. I. 
to James then Lord Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, 
and his Suc ceſſors, in truſt, for the Maſters of 


ſeveral Free-Schools,) to certify under his Hand 


and Archi-Epiſcopal Seal, what parcel of the 


Lands, belonging to any ſuch Free-Schooly 
he ſhall judge convenient for the Reſidence 
of the Maſter, and his Succeſſors; which 
Lands ſo certify'd, ſhall be deemed the De- 
meſne of ſuch Free-School : And all Improve- 
ments and Repairs thereon, are to be under the 
ſame Appointments, and Limitations, as Im- 
provements and Repairs, made by Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons, upon their Glebes, are under; that is to 


ſay, : | 


— . . IEG Baha; + 


( 25 ) 
ſay, every Maſter, his Succeſſors, Executors, 
and Adminiſtrators, ſhall receive for his im- 
provements upon ſuch Lands, ſuch Sums of 
Money, and in ſuch Manner, as Eccleſiaſtical 


Perſons are entitled to receive, for Improve- 
ments upon their Glebes. 


And becauſe it happens, that the Lands be- 
longing to ſeveral of ſuch Free-Schools, are at 
too great a diſtance, from the Place where the 
School is kept; it is therefore made lawful, 
for the Maſters of ſuch Schools, with: conſent 
of the Archbiſhop of Armagh, for the time 
being, to exchange ſuch Lands, with any 
Perſon, for other Lands, of equal worth, va- 
lue, and purchaſe, lying nearer and more 
convenient to the Schools, in ſuch manner, 
and form, as Eccleſiaſtical Perſons may ex- 
change their Glebes, by Virtue of an Act 


paſs'd in the 24 year of her Late Majeſty 
Queen Aune. 


This is a ſhort Account of the Laws now 
in force, for the Erection, and due Regulation, 
of Schools within this Kingdom, As to their 


D Regu- 
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Regulation, the Law ſeems to be very full, 
and to have provided ſufficient remedy, a- 
gainſt the miſchiefs, which muſt ariſe from 
the Inſtruction of Youth, by Perſons not du- 
ly qualified, or by ſuch as are enemies to our 
happy Conſtitution. But for the Erection, 
and Support of Eugliſh Schools, it muſt be 
acknowledg'd, that ſufficient proviſion has not | 
been yet made. The Fat. indeed of H. VIII. | 
requires that one be kept in every Pariſh, and 
that the Maſter, for keeping the ſame, ſhall 
have ſach Salary or Stipend, as is accuſtoma- 
bly uſcd to be taken. But (ſuppoſing this Law 
to be ever ſo well obſerv'd) what will avail 
one School in a Pariſh——perhaps ſeveral 
miles in extent: or indeed, if every Poor man 
might have a School at his Cabbin door, yet 
how ſhall his Children be the better for it, | 
if the Maſter be to be paid by him, and he el 
be not able to pay for their Inſtruction ? And 
therefore, until Schools be erected, not only þ 
in proper places, and in ſufficient Number, | 
but alſo in ſuch Manner that the Children of 
the Poor may be taught Gratis, we muſt ex- | 
pe& nothing, but Rudene/s and Barbary, | 
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Idolatry and Superſintion, to be tranſmitted from 


Father to Son, by the encreaſe of more per- 
haps than a Million of People, almoſt entire- 


ly void of all Senſe of their Duty, both to 
God and Man. 


Several of our Clergy and Gentry, being 
very much affected by this melancholy Proſ- 


pect, did about the year 1717, freely unite 


themſelves into a Society, for promoting ſuch 
little Eugliſßh Free-Schools, as have been men- 
tion'd: and by the Bleſſing of God, upon their 
Endeavours, and Sollicitations, many of them 


were in a ſhort time Erected, from which ſome 


thouſands of Poor Children, well ſeaſon'd with 
true Principles of Religion and Loyalty, have 
been ſent into the World, to earn their Bread, 
in ſeveral honeſt and uſeful ways. But al- 
though the Endeavours of theſe Gentlemen, 
have had as great Succeſs, as could reaſona- 
bly be look'd for, yet they muſt not, nor do 
they flatter themſelves, that they have done 
more, than given a ſmall taſte, of the great 
Advantages, which would ariſe to the Nation, 
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from this Method of Charity, effectually car- 
ry'd on. The purchaſing of Ground in all 
proper places; the Building thereon School- 
Houſes, and Dwelling-Houſes for the Maſters ; 
the Engaging fit Perſons to teach, and upon 
ſuch terms that the Children of the Poor may 
be inſtructed, without any Charge or Expence 
to their Parents; the ſending Bibles, Com- 
mon Prayers, and other proper Books to theſe 
Schools ; the giving of Premiums, if not of 
Cloaths alſo, that the poor Popiſh Natives 
may be the more eaſily induced, to ſuffer their 
Children to be brought up in a Religion, 
different from their own ; and the Providing 
fit Materials, for the Children of every ſuch 
School, to work upon, that they may recerve an 
early turn to Labour, and be ſent into the World, 
with the Impreſſions of an Induſtrious, as well 
as a Religions Education ; are things, which 
a few Gentlemen, meeting in a private Capa- 
city, will not be able, though never fo well 
diſpos'd, to execute to any conſiderable pur- 


pole. 
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And therefore it is moſt humbly propos'd, 
that His Majeſty be ſued to in proper manner, 
for His Royal Charter, to incorporate certain 
of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry, of this 
Kingdom, with a Fund of about one thouſand 
Pounds per Ann. for the Uſes and Purpoſes a- 


bove mentioned. 


* Such a Charter was granted by Q. Anne, 
and ſuch a Fund given by Her Royal Succeſſor 
(and the ſame is graciouſly continued by His 
preſent Majeſty) for the Inſtruction of the Poor 
Natives of the High-Lands of Scozland, in the 


Chriſtian Religion: And the greatneſs of the 


— 


* The Charter bears Date the zfth of May, 1709. and e- 
rects into a Body Politick, by the Name of the Society in Scot- 
land, for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge; ſeveral of the No- 
bility, Sc. with full Power to receive Subſcriptions, Mortifi- 
cations, Donations, Legacies, Money, Lands, Goods, and 
Gear; and therewith to erect and maintain Schools, to teach to 
read. And it is obſervable, that this Charter was judg'd to be 
of abſolute Neceſſity, for the Support of the Chriſtian reform'd 
Religion in Scotland, although by Law an Engliſh School is kept 
in every Pariſh, chiefly at the Publick Charge, and although 
their Miniſters, by the Conveniency of Glebes, and Parſonage 


Houſes, are generally enabled to reſide. See Chamberlayne's Pre- 


ſent State of Great Britain. | 
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Succeſs, does abundantly F anſwer the Piety of 
the Deſign. 


And ſince it is certain, that the poor Na- 
tives of Jreland, do ſtand in as much Need of 
Inſtruction, and are as deſtitute of all Means 
thereof, * as the Subjects of any other Part of 
his Majeſty's Kingdoms; and that there never 
was upon the Throne, a Prince, who had the 
Welfare, both Spiritual and Temporal, of his 
People, more at Heart, than our preſent graci- 
ousKing has; it is not to be doubted, but that 
his Majeſty will favourably receive any Appli- 
cation to this Purpoſe, and in his ſingular Wiſ- 


+ It appears, by an Account publiſh'd this preſent Year, that 
ſeventy eight Schools have been opened, in which more than 


three thouſand Children are taught upon the Funds of this Cor- 
poration. 


* They are, in this Reſpe&, in a moſt deplorable Condition, 
in Beer- Haven, Ballyvourney, and the Ifland of Cape-Cleer, in 
the County of Cork: In Glanerough, Glaunfleche, Ivereagh, Dun- 
kerrane, and the great Iſland of Yalentia, in the County of Ker- 
ry; in the Baromes of Coftelho, Erris, Burriſhool, and the Ter- 
ritory of Eyre Connaught, and the Iſles of Arran, in the Counties 
of Mayo and Gallway: In the Mountains of Carling ford, of 
the Fuze, and of Mourne, in the Counties of Lowth, Armagh, 
and Down: In Glandelach, Glanmelur, and the Mountains of 
| Killaburla in Wicklow; and in very many Places of the moun- 
tainous Parts of the Counties of Waterford and Tipperary. 


dom 
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dom and Goodneſs appoint ſuch Means as may 
be moſt effectual towards the Attainment of the 
Deſired End. An End, not leſs Wiſe than Pi- 
ous; equally conducive to his Majeſty's eternal 


Intereſt, and to the Temporal Felicity both of 
himſelf and his Royal Poſterity. 


And it is hoped, that every true Proteſtant 
in this Kingdom, will to the utmoſt of his Pow- 
er, endeavour to further a Deſign, which has ſo 
manifeſt and ſtrong a Tendency to promote 
the Glory of God, the Good of his Country, 


and (ſo far as it ſhall be favoured by him) the 
particular Intereſt of his own Soul. 
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